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TO ¢ Chief, WH

FROM ¢ SEEKFORD

SUBJECT: Sr. Bernadino's visit with CALIGERIS, 1ll1-13 June 1953,

1. Attached 1s a report, prepared by CALIGEKIS, covering Sr. Ber-
nadinots visit,

/24 Attachment "A" is an Bnglish translationj Attachment "B" the
-fﬁ:roriginal report in. Spanish as prepared by: CALIGERIS,

3. SEEKFORD's Report No. 37 should be read in conjunction with
this report as the two are inter-related,
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1. At two e'clock in the afterneen of Thursday, June 11th,
Dr. Félix V. Bernardine arrived in Tegutigalpa frem San Salvader,
The previeus day Celenel Castille Armas was visited by a personal
representative of Colenel Reberte Barrios Pefia, whose missien
(unsuccessful) was to ebtain Castillo Armas' signature to the
"Gentlemen's Agreement" (Pacto de Caballervs).

2. Ve tried to arrange a meeting that same day (Thursday)
with Dr. Bernardine, but he put us eff until the fellowing day at
10:30 in the morning. Apparently Dr. Bernardine was heping te
hear from Barries Pefia as te the cutcome of the “Gentlemen's
Agreement® before he saw us. However, Barries Pefia's represen-
- ... tative had returned to El Salvador that morning (the 1ith).

3. Friday, Jue 12th, at the appeinted heur, we mst with
Sr. Bernardine and the Dominican Minister te Honduras. The
conversation was confined te cemments on the attitude of
President Glvez of Honduras, who had refused to see the special
representative of Trujille - notifying him that instead he should
visit the Chancery. Concerning our problems, Bernardine main-
tained the greatest reserve. For eur part, we follewed suit.

4. That same day, the 12th, at three in the afterneen,
Dr. Bernardine saw General Carfas. Carfas emphasized his
determinatien to suppert Castille Amas, as being the enly
Guatemalan who merited all his confidence, :

5. At seven in the evening of that same day (the 12th),
we called the Deminican Minister by phone. He told us that
because of previous diplomatic commitments, Sr. Bernardine and
he could net see us that night, but that they would meet with
us the following day at ten in the morning,

6. A half hour later the Minister did an about face and
- teld us:that he and Sr, Bernardine would be waiting for:usg:that . -
- very -evening in the Legatien, at 9:30, for a quarter of an hour's
discussion. At the appointed hour we began our secend conference
with Sr. Bernardine, in the presence of the Minister. Our talk
lasted until twelve that night, and from this meeting we drew the
follewing conclusions: '

A. Tat the refusal of & A to see Dr. Bern:rdine
has been interpreted by them as his £ 4 refusal te
cooperate in a joint eperation against Guatemala, which the
/4 d is trying to organize among the Central
American countries,



B. That lacking the support of [ d
will net give us the equivment which haa veeu requested
of him previously, and which he had promised to give,

C. That recognizing the influence which the UFCO
has with [ dhe believes that if UFCO represen-
tatives will invercede, a more favorable positien will
be adopted by the & 2 and he suggested
that we work along this line,

D. That the only demand upon ‘s that ef
providing bases for maritime amd aerial operations in
order to disembark equipment and personnel for the pre-
paration and development of the movement,

7. Dr., Bernardine told us that he would leave todsy for

L dto discuss the same matter witt T %and
then he would go to £ A0 see & 2, afver wnich he
will return to & dto inforr & 3 of all that has
occurred,

8. OUR PERSONAL OPINION is that Sr. Bernardino and Barries
Pefla had planned the "Gentlemen's Agreement" with the urderstanding
that Sr. Bernardine would obtain from the Chief Executives ceoper-
ating in the movement, the promise that they would wte in favor
of Barrios Pefia in the conference of representatives menticned in
the agreement, and that this conference would be called immediately
by Barries Pefia. By this maneuver, the political and military
direction ef the movement would be in the hands of Barrios Pefia,
as well as the leadership and organization of the new government,

9. 1IN CONCLUSION, it is our opinion that the L d
C A s follewing the same course, aimed at
taking over direction and contrel of the Guatemalan movement.,
and accordingly, we must not continue waiting for the help which
they have promised us, This is the third time that they have
" failed to comply with their promise, B
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MEMORANDUM

1. El dfa jueves 11 del actual, a las dos de la tarde, arribé
a esta ciudad, procedente de San Salvador, el Dr. Félix W. Bernardino.
El Dfa anterior, el Coronel Castillo Armas recibid la visita de un
renresentante personal del Coronel Roberto Barrios Pefia, cuya misién
se contrafa a obtener la firma de un "Pacto de Caballeros'", conforme
los términos de la copia del documento que se adjunta. La respuesta
del Coronel Castillo Armas fué concebida en los términos que se
expresan en la copia de la nota que también se acompafia. El propio

~dfa jueves tratamos de conferenciar con el Dr, Bernardino, cquien

aplaz§ para el -dfa 51gu1ente a las diez y treinta de la’ maﬁana
nuestra entrevista con 1, Deducimos de -esta actitud que-el Sr,
Bernardino esperaba tener antes de nuestra conferencia, informes del
Coronel Barrios Pefia sobre el resultado de la gestién ante el Coronel
Castillo Armas, relativa a la aceptacién del pacto. Debemos advertir
que el representante de Barrios Pefia regres§ a El Salvador el dfa
juieves 11 por la mafiana,

2. E1 dfa viernes 12, a la hora indicada, conferenciamos con
el Sr. Bernardino en presencia del Ministro de su pafs en Honduras,

a con acién 8¢ 8 a_comentar la actitud del Presidente de
&a pgbiica Dr. ﬂanuel Galvez, quien se habi' negaéo a recibir

tal representante especial del Generalfsimo, notificédndole aue se
dirigiera a la Cancillerfa. En cuanto a nuestros asuntos guard$

la mayor reserva, Nosotros por nuestra parte, mantuvimos la misma
conducta,

Bl El propia dfa 12, a las tres de la tarde, se entrevisté
el Dr. Bernardino con el General Carfas. El General Carfas le
manifest§ categdricamente su decisién de dar todo su apoyo al
Coronel Castillo Armmas, por ser la Gnica persona de Guatemala que

le merecfa toda su confianza.

Lo A las siete de la noche del mismo dfa 12, nos comunicamos
por teléfono con el Ministro Dominicano, quien nos man1fest6 que por
compromisos diplomiticos contrafdos, no podfan recibirnos el Sr,
Bernardino y é1 esa noche, pero que lo harfan el dfa siguiente a
las diez de la mafiana., Media hora mis tarde, el propio Mihistro
cambiando su actitud nos hizo saber que nos esperaban en la Legacién
a las nueve y media de esa misma noche para conferenciar durante un
cuarto de hora. A la hora indicada iniciamos nuestra segunda
conferencia con el Sr. Bernardino, en presencia del Ministro,
Nuestra plitica se prolong8 hasta las 12 de la noche y de ella
sacamos las siguientes conclusiones:



A. Que la nefativa del 4 <l a recibir al Dr.
Bernardino se interpreta por eilos como una negativa para
cooperar en una accién conjunta contra Guatemala, dentro
del bloque de pafses de Centro Afifrica que el & o
L 1 trata de formar para tal fin,

B, Que no contando con el apoyo & d es
imposible que en & Anos proporcione el equipo
que se le solicité anteriormente y que &1 habfa prometido
dar,

C. Que reconociendo la influencia que la UFCO tiene

sobre el £ dconsidera que mediante la gestién de
sus representantes puede lograrse una decisién favorable
de parte del]: J sugiriéndonos trabajar

en ese sentido,

.. D. Que lo-que se demanda L Jes tinicamente
bases de operaciones marftimas y aéreas para desembarcar
equipos y personal, para la preparacién y desarrollo del

movimiento,

5. El Dr. Bernardino nos manifesté aue saldrfa el dfa de hoy
paraC Aa conferenciar conb < sobre los mismos
asuntos. v vosteriormente irfa s & Zpara entrevistarse con el
L ALuego regresarf ¢ £ Apara informar al
L 1 sobre el resultado de sus gestiones,

6. NUESTRA OPINION PERSONAL es que el Sr, Bernardino y
Barrioes Pefia planearon la celebracién del "Pacto de Caballeres",
en los términos que contiene este documento, en el entendido que
el primere obtendrfa de les Gobernantes de los pafses dispuesto
a colaborar, el compromiso de votar a favor del sggundo en la
conferencia de representantes a que dicho pacto alude, conferencia
que serfa convocada directamente por el Coronel Barries Pefia.
Mediante esta maniobra, la direccién polftica y militar quedarfa
en manos de &ste, as{ como la jefatura y organizacién del nueve
gobierne,

7. EN CONCLUSION, es nuestro criterio, que [ J
L ] sigue su misma conducta orientada a tomar
la direccién y control del movimiento sobre Guatemala, a través

de la persona] de sus simpatfas, y per le tanto, no.debemos seguir
esperandoe que se nos de el apoye prometido, Es &sta la tercera
vez que se evade el cumplimiente de este compromise,
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